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surrounded by magnificent decorations and a mass of different fresh flowers.
One can understand the wonder of a simple Russian woman, amazed by the
unexpectedness of the picture revealed, who exclaimed: "It's just like heaven !"
The Metropolitan Nicholas headed the body of celebrating clergy. Repre-
sentatives of the Allied British Army were present at the service.
The worshippers and the foreign officers stand with lighted candles. Hardly
had the leading priest begun to sing the Easter canticle when the whole cathedral
joined in singing "Christ is risen", known to all Orthodox believers from their
childhood. The impression Is unforgettable. The service continues. Every
member of the Orthodox Church knows it and tries to take part in the beautiful
singing. The Metropolitan turns to the people and joyfully exclaims : "Christ
is risen!" The packed cathedral answers enthusiastically as with one voice:
"Indeed He is risen.'1 Finally the hierarch exchanges the Easter kiss with the
ministrants and the congregation. The people who had until then been pressing
in a solid mass round the Sanctuary begin to exchange Easter kisses too.
The Easter Liturgy ended at 4 a.m. The Metropolitan Nicholas presented
his Easter greetings to the foreign representatives, offering them holy bread and
pointing out the close ties between them and us in the struggle with the common
enemy.
People went quietly and peacefully home.
At 4 o'clock in the afternoon the Metropolitan Nicholas celebrated the
Easter evening service in the cathedral. According to tradition the Gospel was
read from the amvon by the Metropolitan himself facing to the congregation.
... St. John the Evangelist rells how Christ after his resurrection appeared
to his disciples late in the evening on the day of his resurrection. The disciples
were all gathered together. Onlyy Thomas was missing. When the disciples
told him later of the resurrection of their Master, Thomas refused to believe
until he had touched with his own hands His wounds on His hands, feet and
side. This Gospel tale brings reconciliation to modern society too. The
Orthodox Church tolerates doubt and scepticism and still counts doubters as
her brethren. And so the first day of Easter in Moscow in 1942 closed in a
solemn, festive and peaceful mood.
PROFESSOR G. GEORGIEVSKY.
JO April 1942,
CHRIST IS RISEN!
The Easter morning service in the Moscow church of St. Nicholas
Kuznetsky,- 5 April, 1942
BY ACTRESS GALINA KOVALEVSKAYA
Easter week is coming to an end, but those wonderful words "Christ is risen!"
still sound in my ears as they were uttered for the first time at the Easter service
by the priest in charge of the church of St. Nicholas Kuznetsky, the mitred
archpriest Father Alexander.
It is impossible to convey all the feelings which I then experienced and I
want to speak of the impression I>had at the Easter service this year, an unusual
year, a year of gruelling war in the cause of freedom and happiness, a year of
nation-wide striving after victory over a cruel earthly foe.
I will go back a little. On Good Friday, after a long absence, our priest
returned to his duties and everything became alive and started to shine and burn